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Abstract 
Access to essential medicines remains a significant challenge, particularly in low- and middle-income 
countries, where high costs due to patent protections hinder the availability of affordable generic drugs. 
This paper examines the relationship between patent law and the accessibility of generic medications, 
emphasizing the necessity for reform. Through a comparative analysis of international case studies-
including India, South Africa, Brazil, and the United States-we explore the impact of various patent 
regulations on generic drug access. The findings reveal that while patent laws are designed to foster 
innovation, they often inadvertently restrict access to lifesaving medicines. We highlight successful 
strategies, such as compulsory licensing and public health-oriented patent legislation, that have 
effectively increased the availability of generics. The paper concludes with policy recommendations 
aimed at balancing the interests of pharmaceutical innovation with the urgent need for equitable access 
to medicines, underscoring the critical role of comprehensive patent law reform in achieving this goal. 
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Introduction 
Access to affordable medications is a cornerstone of public health, yet millions of individuals 
worldwide continue to face significant barriers in obtaining essential drugs. In many 
countries, the complexities of patent law create a challenging environment for the 
availability of generic medications. While patent laws are intended to incentivize 
pharmaceutical innovation by granting inventors exclusive rights to their creations, they 
often lead to monopolistic practices that result in exorbitant drug prices. This situation 
disproportionately affects low- and middle-income populations, who may forgo necessary 
treatments due to high costs. Consequently, there is an urgent need to explore how patent law 
reform can enhance access to generic drugs and, in turn, improve health outcomes globally. 
The relationship between patent law and access to medications is complex and multifaceted. 
On one hand, patents encourage research and development by allowing pharmaceutical 
companies to recoup their investments in developing new drugs. On the other hand, this 
exclusivity can stifle competition and hinder the entry of generics into the market, leading to 
a situation where life-saving medications remain unaffordable for many. In this context, 
generic drugs play a critical role in ensuring that medications are accessible to a broader 
population, as they typically come at a significantly lower cost than their branded 
counterparts. However, the patent system can create formidable barriers to the production 
and distribution of these generics, underscoring the need for a careful reassessment of 
existing laws. 
This research paper aims to investigate the impact of patent law on generic drug access and 
to identify potential avenues for reform that could enhance affordability and availability. 
Through a comparative analysis of international case studies, this study will explore diverse 
approaches taken by various countries to navigate the challenges posed by patent law. For 
instance, some nations have implemented compulsory licensing, allowing the production of 
generics without the patent holder's consent in specific circumstances, while others have 
prioritized the use of patent exclusions to facilitate market entry for generic drugs. By 
examining these strategies, the paper seeks to highlight successful practices and lessons 
learned that could inform future policy decisions. The significance of this research lies not 
only in addressing the immediate issue of drug access but also in contributing to a broader 
conversation about the role of patent law in balancing the needs of innovation and public 
health. The first section of the paper will provide a comprehensive overview of the current 
landscape of patent law, including its implications for generic drug access. 
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Subsequent sections will delve into specific case studies 
from various countries, analyzing their unique approaches to 
patent reform and the resulting impacts on generic drug 
availability. Ultimately, this paper aims to demonstrate that 
thoughtful reforms in patent law can lead to significant 
improvements in public health outcomes. By promoting the 
entry of generic medications into the market, we can 
enhance treatment options for patients, reduce healthcare 
costs, and promote equity in access to essential medicines. 
As global health challenges continue to evolve, it is 
imperative that policymakers prioritize patent law reforms 
that facilitate access to generic drugs, ensuring that all 
individuals have the opportunity to receive the medical care 
they need. 
 

Understanding Patent Law 
Patent law serves as a critical framework for regulating 
innovation and protecting intellectual property in the 
pharmaceutical industry. At its core, patent law grants 
inventors exclusive rights to their inventions for a limited 
period, typically 20 years from the filing date. This 
exclusivity is intended to incentivize research and 
development by allowing inventors to recoup their 
investments through the commercialization of their 
inventions. However, this system can create challenges in 
the realm of public health, particularly regarding access to 
affordable medications. 

 

1. The Basics of Patent Law 
A patent is a legal document that provides its holder the 
right to exclude others from making, using, selling, or 
distributing the patented invention without permission. To 
qualify for a patent, an invention must meet several criteria: 
it must be novel, non-obvious, and useful. Once granted, the 
patent holder can license the patent to other parties or 
manufacture the product exclusively, thereby controlling its 
market entry and pricing. 
 

2. Types of Patents 
In the pharmaceutical context, there are two main types of 
patents relevant to drug development: 

 Composition of Matter Patents: These patents protect 
the chemical formulation of a new drug, covering its 
active ingredients and potentially any specific 
combinations or forms. 

 Method of Use Patents: These patents cover specific 
methods of using a known drug for treating particular 
conditions or diseases, extending protection beyond the 
original composition. 

 
Additionally, pharmaceutical companies may seek 
secondary patents, sometimes referred to as "ever greening" 
patents, on minor modifications to existing drugs to extend 
patent protection and delay the entry of generics. 
 

3. The Impact of Patent Law on Generic Drugs 
Patent law plays a pivotal role in determining the 
availability of generic drugs. Once a patent expires, other 
manufacturers can produce and market generic versions of 
the drug, often at significantly lower prices. However, the 
exclusivity granted by patents can delay this process, 
leading to high costs and limited access to essential 
medications. In some cases, companies may engage in 
strategies such as patent thickets-holding multiple patents on 
a single drug to create a complex web that complicates 

generic entry. 
Moreover, certain legal mechanisms, such as patent linkage, 
can also affect the availability of generics. Patent linkage 
refers to a system where regulatory approval for a generic 
drug is contingent upon the resolution of any existing 
patents. This can create barriers to market entry for generic 
manufacturers, allowing branded drugs to maintain their 
monopolistic position even after patent expiration. 
 

4. Global Patent Law Framework 
The international landscape of patent law is governed by 
various treaties and agreements, most notably the 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS) established by the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). TRIPS sets minimum standards for 
patent protection, requiring member countries to provide 
patents for pharmaceuticals. However, it also allows for 
certain flexibilities, such as compulsory licensing, where 
countries can permit the production of a generic drug 
without the patent holder's consent under specific 
circumstances. 
Understanding these legal frameworks is essential for 
assessing how patent law affects drug access and the 
dynamics between branded and generic pharmaceuticals. By 
analyzing how different jurisdictions implement patent laws 
and the resulting impacts on access to medications, this 
paper will explore potential reforms that could enhance 
generic drug availability while maintaining incentives for 
pharmaceutical innovation. 
 

Case Studies 
Understanding how various countries approach patent law 
and generic drug access is essential for identifying effective 
strategies for reform. This section examines three countries-
India, Brazil, and South Africa-each showcasing unique 
approaches and outcomes in their efforts to navigate the 
challenges posed by patent law while improving public 
health. 
 

1. India: A Beacon for Generic Drug Production 
India is widely regarded as a model for generic drug 
production, owing to its robust pharmaceutical industry and 
legislative framework that supports the availability of 
affordable medications. The Indian Patent Act of 1970 
originally permitted the production of generic drugs without 
infringing on existing patents, allowing the country to 
become a significant player in the global generics market. 
This legal environment fostered competition, resulting in 
dramatically lower prices for essential medications, both 
domestically and internationally. 
However, the landscape changed with India's amendment of 
its patent laws in 2005 to comply with the TRIPS 
agreement, which required member countries to recognize 
product patents for pharmaceuticals. This shift raised 
concerns about the potential negative impact on generic 
drug access, particularly for life-saving medications. 
Nevertheless, India has effectively utilized various legal 
mechanisms to mitigate these concerns. 
One notable example is the issuance of compulsory licenses. 
In 2012, India granted a compulsory license for Nexavar 
(Sorafenib), a drug used to treat kidney cancer. Bayer, the 
patent holder, priced the drug at approximately $5,500 for a 
month's supply, rendering it unaffordable for the majority of 
patients in India. The Indian Patent Office allowed a local 
manufacturer, Natco Pharma, to produce a generic version 
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at a cost of about $175 per month, significantly improving 
access for patients in need. 
India's ability to maintain a competitive generics market 
amidst global patent pressures illustrates the importance of a 
legal framework that prioritizes public health. The country's 
experiences highlight that while patent protection is 
essential for fostering innovation, it must be balanced with 
the need for affordable healthcare solutions. India continues 
to serve as the "pharmacy of the world," exporting 
affordable medicines to low- and middle-income countries 
and reinforcing the idea that robust patent law reform can 
enhance access to generic drugs. 
 

2. Brazil: Prioritizing Public Health in Patent Law 
Brazil's approach to patent law reform is characterized by its 
commitment to public health and access to medications. The 
Brazilian government has adopted a proactive stance in 
utilizing compulsory licensing as a tool to combat the high 
prices of essential drugs. This commitment became 
particularly evident during the early 2000s when the country 
faced a severe HIV/AIDS epidemic, resulting in significant 
morbidity and mortality due to the lack of accessible 
antiretroviral therapies. 
In 2007, Brazil issued a compulsory license for the anti-HIV 
drug Efavirenz, manufactured by Merck. The Brazilian 
government justified its decision based on the need to 
ensure that life-saving treatments remained affordable and 
accessible to its population. This move allowed local 
manufacturers to produce a generic version, which was sold 
at a significantly reduced price. The government's actions 
not only improved access to essential medications but also 
signaled to pharmaceutical companies that Brazil would not 
hesitate to prioritize public health over corporate profits. 
Brazil's experience further illustrates the effectiveness of 
negotiation and collaboration with pharmaceutical 
companies to enhance drug affordability. The country has 
often engaged in price negotiations and agreements with 
drug manufacturers to lower costs. For instance, in 
collaboration with international organizations and NGOs, 
Brazil has implemented programs that promote the use of 
generic medications and improve access to healthcare. 
The Brazilian case emphasizes that effective patent law 
reform can lead to improved health outcomes when public 
health is prioritized. By adopting measures such as 
compulsory licensing and price negotiations, Brazil has 
successfully enhanced access to essential medications while 
navigating the complexities of international patent law. 

 

3. South Africa: Challenges and Progress in Access to 

Medicines 
South Africa's journey toward enhancing access to 
medications through patent law reform has been marked by 
significant challenges and notable progress. In the late 
1990s, the country faced a devastating HIV/AIDS crisis, 
with millions affected by the disease and a dire need for 
affordable antiretroviral treatments. The South African 
government sought to address this urgent public health issue 
by implementing the Medicines Act of 1997, which 
included provisions for compulsory licensing and parallel 
importation of drugs. 
However, the implementation of these policies faced fierce 
opposition from multinational pharmaceutical companies, 
culminating in a series of legal battles. In 2001, the 
pharmaceutical industry attempted to block the 
government's efforts to facilitate access to medications 

through the courts, arguing that the Medicines Act violated 
their patent rights. This legal challenge garnered 
international attention and sparked widespread activism 
within South Africa and globally, emphasizing the critical 
need for access to affordable medicines in the face of a 
public health crisis. 
Ultimately, the court case resulted in a settlement that 
allowed the South African government to pursue its policies 
aimed at increasing access to essential medications. The 
ensuing public discourse surrounding the legal battles 
heightened awareness of the importance of balancing patent 
protection with public health needs. The South African 
experience has since served as a cautionary tale, illustrating 
the potential consequences of prioritizing corporate interests 
over health equity. 
In recent years, South Africa has made strides in reforming 
its patent laws and enhancing access to medications. The 
government has revisited its intellectual property policies, 
emphasizing the importance of access to medicines and the 
need for transparent pricing mechanisms. In 2018, South 
Africa announced plans to revise its patent laws to facilitate 
the entry of generics and address the challenges posed by 
ever greening strategies employed by pharmaceutical 
companies. 
 
International Perspectives and Comparisons 
The challenges of patent law and access to generic drugs are 
not confined to individual countries; they represent a global 
dilemma that requires comprehensive solutions. Different 
nations have adopted diverse approaches to patent 
legislation, reflecting their unique health needs, economic 
conditions, and policy priorities. This section examines 
various international perspectives on patent law reform and 
compares strategies employed by different countries to 
enhance access to generic medications. 
 

1. The United States: Balancing Innovation and Access 
The United States represents a complex case in the global 
patent landscape. The U.S. patent system is designed to 
encourage innovation through strong intellectual property 
protections. However, this has led to high drug prices, 
limiting access to essential medications for many 
Americans. The introduction of the Hatch-Waxman Act in 
1984 was a pivotal moment in U.S. patent law, as it 
established a framework for expedited approval of generic 
drugs. 
Despite this progress, the U.S. has faced challenges related 
to ever greening and patent thickets, where pharmaceutical 
companies seek to extend their patent protection through 
additional patents on minor modifications. These practices 
can delay the entry of generics into the market, resulting in 
inflated drug prices. In recent years, there has been growing 
advocacy for policy reforms that address these issues, 
including proposals to limit the ability of companies to 
engage in ever greening practices and to enhance 
transparency in drug pricing. 

 

2. European Union: A Harmonized Approach 
The European Union (EU) represents a concerted effort to 
create a harmonized approach to patent law while balancing 
innovation and access to medicines. EU member states 
operate under a unified patent system, which allows for a 
single patent application to cover multiple countries. This 
streamlined process facilitates the protection of 
pharmaceutical innovations across borders. 
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However, the EU faces its own challenges related to access 
to generic drugs. In some member states, high drug prices 
continue to restrict access, particularly in Eastern Europe. 
The EU has taken steps to address these disparities through 
initiatives aimed at promoting the use of generics and 
biosimilars, such as the Generic Medicines Strategy. This 
strategy seeks to enhance market competition, reduce prices, 
and improve patient access to essential medications across 
the EU. 
 

3. Developing Countries: Navigating Patent Challenges 
Many developing countries face unique challenges in 
navigating patent law and access to medicines. These 
nations often struggle with limited resources and 
infrastructure, making it difficult to prioritize health needs 
amidst economic constraints. The TRIPS agreement allows 
for certain flexibilities, such as compulsory licensing and 
parallel importation, but many countries may lack the legal 
and institutional frameworks to effectively utilize these 
provisions. 
Countries like Thailand and Malaysia have made strides in 
utilizing compulsory licensing to address public health 
needs. For instance, Thailand issued a compulsory license 
for the HIV/AIDS drug Efavirenz in 2007, enabling local 
manufacturers to produce a generic version at a lower price. 
Similarly, Malaysia has implemented policies to facilitate 
access to affordable medications while navigating the 
complexities of international patent law. 
 

4. Global Health Initiatives: Collaborative Efforts 
International organizations and global health initiatives play 
a crucial role in addressing the challenges posed by patent 
law and access to medicines. The World Health 
Organization (WHO), Médecins sans Frontières (Doctors 
without Borders), and other NGOs advocate for policies that 
promote access to affordable medications, emphasizing the 
need for reform in patent law to prioritize public health. 
Global initiatives, such as the Access to Medicines Index, 
encourage pharmaceutical companies to adopt practices that 
enhance access to medications in low- and middle-income 
countries. By promoting transparency, fair pricing, and 
collaboration between stakeholders, these organizations aim 
to improve health outcomes and equity in healthcare access 
worldwide. 
 

Policy Recommendations 
To enhance access to generic drugs through effective patent 
law reform, a multifaceted approach is necessary. This 
section outlines key policy recommendations that can be 
implemented by governments and stakeholders at national 
and international levels. These strategies aim to balance the 
need for innovation in pharmaceuticals with the urgent 
demand for affordable medications, ultimately improving 
public health outcomes. 
 
1. Strengthen Compulsory Licensing Provisions 
Governments should establish clear and accessible 
frameworks for compulsory licensing in their patent laws. 
Compulsory licensing allows for the production of generic 
versions of patented drugs without the patent holder's 
consent under specific circumstances, such as public health 
emergencies or significant affordability concerns. By 
strengthening these provisions, countries can ensure that 
access to essential medications is prioritized over corporate 
profits. 

Furthermore, governments should provide guidelines on 
how and when to implement compulsory licenses, ensuring 
that pharmaceutical companies understand the legal 
framework while empowering public health authorities to 
act swiftly in response to crises. 
 

2. Promote Transparency in Pricing and Patents 
Enhancing transparency in drug pricing and patent 
ownership is crucial for fostering competition and enabling 
informed decision-making. Policymakers should require 
pharmaceutical companies to disclose pricing information 
and the details of existing patents, allowing for better 
assessment of the market landscape. 
Establishing public databases that track patent filings and 
expirations can help generic manufacturers plan for entry 
into the market more effectively. Transparency can also 
facilitate negotiations between governments and 
pharmaceutical companies, leading to more favorable 
pricing agreements for essential medications. 
 
3. Encourage Research and Development of Generic 

Medicines 
To stimulate the production of generic drugs, governments 
should invest in research and development (R&D) initiatives 
that focus on essential medications. Providing grants, 
subsidies, and tax incentives for companies that develop 
generics can encourage innovation while reducing 
dependence on branded pharmaceuticals. 
Collaboration between public institutions and private 
companies can further enhance R&D efforts. For instance, 
governments can partner with academic institutions to 
develop affordable alternatives to high-cost medications, 
fostering a culture of innovation that prioritizes public 
health needs. 
 

4. Facilitate Regional and International Cooperation 
Countries should engage in regional and international 
cooperation to address patent law challenges and promote 
access to medicines. Collaborative efforts can include 
sharing best practices, resources, and legal frameworks that 
facilitate the entry of generics into the market. 
For example, countries can form regional alliances to 
collectively negotiate with pharmaceutical companies for 
lower drug prices, leveraging their combined purchasing 
power. Additionally, international organizations like the 
World Health Organization (WHO) can play a crucial role 
in facilitating dialogue among nations and advocating for 
policies that prioritize access to essential medications. 
 
5. Implement Public Health Safeguards 
National patent laws should incorporate public health 
safeguards that allow for flexibility in the enforcement of 
patent rights. Such safeguards can include provisions for 
parallel importation, which permits the import of generic 
medications from other countries where they are sold at 
lower prices, and exemptions for certain categories of 
essential medicines. 
These measures can help ensure that countries have the 
necessary tools to navigate the complexities of patent law 
while prioritizing the health needs of their populations. 
Policymakers must engage in ongoing consultations with 
public health experts to identify critical areas where such 
safeguards can be implemented effectively. 
 

6. Educate Stakeholders on Intellectual Property Rights 
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Raising awareness and educating stakeholders-including 
policymakers, healthcare providers, and the general public-
about intellectual property rights and the importance of 
access to medicines is essential for fostering a supportive 
environment for reform. Educational programs should 
emphasize the balance between protecting innovation and 
ensuring access to affordable medications. 
Furthermore, training healthcare professionals on the 
implications of patent law can empower them to advocate 
for patients' rights and engage in discussions around drug 
pricing and access. By fostering a well-informed 
community, stakeholders can better navigate the 
complexities of patent law and work collaboratively toward 
equitable solutions. 
 

Conclusion 
The intersection of patent law and access to generic drugs 
presents a critical challenge in the quest for equitable 
healthcare. This paper has explored the complexities of 
patent protections, the barriers they impose on the 
accessibility of essential medicines, and the need for reform 
to enhance generic drug availability. Through an analysis of 
various international case studies, we have witnessed both 
successful and unsuccessful attempts at balancing the 
interests of pharmaceutical innovation with public health 
needs. 
The importance of generic drugs in improving healthcare 
outcomes cannot be overstated. Generics significantly lower 
the cost of medications, making essential treatments 
accessible to a broader population. This is particularly 
crucial in low- and middle-income countries where 
healthcare systems often struggle with resource constraints. 
However, the stringent nature of patent laws, designed to 
incentivize innovation, frequently results in prolonged 
exclusivity for branded medications, thereby delaying the 
entry of generics into the market. Such delays can have dire 
consequences, especially in the treatment of chronic 
diseases and life-threatening conditions. The case studies 
examined-India, South Africa, Brazil, and the United States-
offer valuable insights into how different legal frameworks 
and political landscapes affect the availability of generic 
drugs. India’s Patents Act of 1970, which allows for the 
production of generics and has led to the country being 
dubbed the "pharmacy of the world," exemplifies how 
thoughtful patent legislation can promote access. The 
Supreme Court’s ruling in the Novartis case reinforced the 
importance of patent standards that do not undermine public 
health objectives, highlighting the need for countries to 
adopt similar measures to ensure that patents do not act as 
barriers to life-saving medicines. 
Conversely, South Africa’s experience with the Treatment 
Action Campaign underscored the potential for social 
movements to influence policy and promote access to 
medicines. The landmark case emphasized the role of civil 
society in advocating for patient rights and the necessity of 
challenging restrictive patent laws that prioritize corporate 
profits over public health. Brazil’s proactive use of 
compulsory licensing demonstrated a practical approach to 
enhancing access, particularly for antiretroviral drugs during 
the HIV/AIDS crisis. By allowing for local production of 
generics when faced with exorbitant prices for patented 
medications, Brazil set a precedent for other countries to 
follow in addressing public health emergencies. The United 
States presents a different landscape with its Hatch-Waxman 
Act, which seeks to balance the rights of patent holders with 

the need for market competition from generics. While it has 
facilitated the entry of generics into the market, there are 
still significant hurdles that generic manufacturers face, 
such as the complex regulatory environment and strategic 
behaviors of brand-name companies aimed at delaying 
generic competition. This highlights the ongoing challenges 
in achieving a truly competitive market for pharmaceuticals, 
even in a system designed to promote it. 
The comparative analysis of these international cases 
reveals that while there is no one-size-fits-all solution, 
several key themes emerge that can inform policy 
recommendations. First, countries must adopt patent laws 
that prioritize public health over excessive protections for 
pharmaceutical companies. This includes implementing 
robust mechanisms for compulsory licensing and ensuring 
that patent standards are not overly broad or vague. Second, 
there is a need for greater international collaboration to 
harmonize patent laws and ensure that public health 
considerations are integrated into trade agreements and 
international treaties. Moreover, engaging stakeholders-
including governments, pharmaceutical companies, 
healthcare providers, and civil society-is crucial for crafting 
effective reforms that address the diverse needs of the 
population. Increased transparency in pricing and the 
negotiation of fairer terms between governments and drug 
manufacturers can also facilitate greater access to generics. 
In conclusion, reforming patent law to enhance access to 
generic drugs is not merely a legal or economic issue; it is a 
fundamental question of human rights and social justice. 
Access to medicines should be recognized as a critical 
component of public health, and legal frameworks must 
evolve to reflect this imperative. The insights gleaned from 
international case studies provide a roadmap for potential 
reforms, emphasizing the need for a balanced approach that 
fosters innovation while ensuring that all individuals have 
access to the medications they need to lead healthy lives. As 
we move forward, it is essential for policymakers to 
prioritize public health in their legislative agendas, 
recognizing that the true measure of a healthcare system lies 
in its ability to provide equitable access to all, regardless of 
economic status. 

 

References 
1. Benson RD. The impact of patent law on 

pharmaceutical innovation and access to medicines: An 
analysis of international norms and practices. J Intellect 
Prop Law Pract. 2020;15(5):325-340.  
DOI:10.1093/jiplp/jpaa014. 

2. Chaudhuri S, Ghosh S. Revisiting the role of patent law 
in access to medicines: Lessons from India and beyond. 
Glob Health Action. 2021;14(1):1868963.  
DOI:10.1080/16549716.2021.1868963. 

3. Danzon PM, Towse A. Differential pricing for 
pharmaceuticals: Reconciling access, innovation, and 
welfare. In: The Handbook of Global Health Policy. 
Wiley-Blackwell; c2015. p. 235-57.  
DOI:10.1002/9781118834538.ch12. 

4. Ghosh S. Compulsory licensing of pharmaceuticals: A 
means to enhance access in developing countries. In: 
Access to Medicines and Vaccines. Cambridge 
University Press; c2019. p. 171-84.  
DOI:10.1017/9781108620782.015. 

5. Lee J, O'Reilly J. Patent law and access to medicine in 
South Africa: The role of the Treatment Action 
Campaign. S Afr J Sci. 2016;112(7-8):1-7.  

https://www.multisubjectjournal.com/


International Journal of Multidisciplinary Trends https://www.multisubjectjournal.com 

~ 6 ~ 

DOI:10.17159/sajs.2016/a0113. 
6. Mackey TK, Liang BA. The role of public health in 

improving access to medicines: A global perspective on 
patent law and compulsory licensing. Public Health. 
2013;127(5):461-5. DOI:10.1016/j.puhe.2013.01.014. 

7. Petersen CM. International patent law and access to 
medicines: A comparative analysis of the USA, Brazil, 
and India. Health Policy Plan. 2019;34(7):538-546.  
DOI:10.1093/heapol/czz074. 

8. Raghavan S. Intellectual property and public health: 
The case for reforming patent law in developing 
countries. J World Intellect Prop. 2021;24(3-4):258-
277.  
DOI:10.1111/jwip.12155. 

9. Shadlen KC. Trade and health: How the intersection of 
trade and patent law affects access to medicines in the 
global south. Glob Soc Policy. 2016;16(1):20-38.  
DOI:10.1177/1468018115588526. 

10. World Health Organization (WHO). Access to 
medicines: A global perspective on the challenges and 
solutions. Geneva: WHO; c2017. Available from:  
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/access-to-
medicines. 

https://www.multisubjectjournal.com/

